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Art Unit: 3679 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of 
the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is 
important that the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space 
provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The 
form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" and 
"said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure 
sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the 
full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat 
information given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, 
such as, "The disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," 
"The disclosure describes," etc. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 8 and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 8 (line 4) recites "in particular in such a manner". The phrase "in 

particular" renders the claim indefinite as it is unclear as to what is positively 
claimed as the invention. 

Claim 10 (line 2) recites "fixing element". It should recite -fixing 
elements-. 

For the purpose of examining the application, it is assumed that 



appropriate correction has been made. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 1-7 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Trafton (US 4,142.343). 

As to claim 1 , Trafton discloses an assembly of a tubular element 28 and 
at least one panel 52, the assembly comprising a pair of fixing elements 40 
suitable for being mounted on the tubular element, the pair of fixing elements and 
the panel being configured in such a manner as to enable the panel to be held 
between the fixing elements, the fixing elements being disposed on either side of 
the plane of the panel, wherein one of the fixing elements includes a fixing tab 42 
suitable for engaging in a corresponding slot 29 formed in the tubular element 
(Figures 6-8). 

As to claim 2, Trafton discloses an assembly wherein one of the fixing 
elements 40 has a face for bearing against one side of the panel 52 (Figure 7). 

As to claim 3, Trafton discloses an assembly wherein a fixing tab 42 has a 
bearing surface suitable for bearing against an inside wall of the tubular element 
28 (Figure 7). 
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As to claim 4, Trafton discloses an assembly wherein one of the fixing 
elements 40 has two fixing tabs 42,45 that are offset relative to a central axis of 
the fixing element (Figure 6). 

As to claim 5. Trafton discloses an assembly wherein the tubular element 
29 has a plurality of slots 29 enabling at least two pairs (not shown) of fixing 
elements 40 to be fixed side by side (Figure 7). 

As to claim 6, Trafton discloses an assembly wherein a fixing tab 42 is 
configured in such a manner that when it is inserted in the corresponding slot 29 
of the tubular element 28, the fixing element 40 can pivot relative to the tubular 
element, prior to the panel 52 being put into place (Figure 7). 

As to claim 7, Trafton discloses an assembly wherein each of the fixing 
elements 40 has an opening, and the panel 52 has a orifice, and wherein the 
openings and the orifice are configured so as to define a passage for the shank 
of a screw 52 co-operating with a nut (Figure 7). 

As to claim 10, Trafton discloses an assembly wherein each of the fixing 
elements 40 is generally in the fonn of a half-shell (Figure 6). 

As to claim 1 1 , Trafton discloses a fixing element 40 for assembling a 
tubular element 28 and a panel 52 together, the fixing element including: 

a fixing tab 42 suitable for engaging in a slot 29 of the tubular element; 

an opening allowing a screw shank 52 to pass through for holding the 
panel; and 

a face for pressing against one side of the panel (Figures 6-8). 
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As to claim 12, Trafton discloses a tubular element 28 for assembly, the 
tubular element having four slots 29 disposed in a checkerboard configuration 
(slots 29 define parallel rows such as in a checkerboard; Figure 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Trafton in view of Ateliers Reunis Caddie (FR 2 712 043). 

As to claim 8, Trafton fails to disclose an assembly wherein one of the 
fixing elements includes a setback suitable for receiving a nut or the head of a 
screw, the depth of the setback being selected in such a manner as to ensure 
that the nut or the head of the screw is received completely therein. 

Ateliers Reunis Caddie teaches an assembly wherein a fixing element 11 
includes a setback suitable for receiving a nut 14 or the head of a screw 13, the 
depth of the setback being selected In such a manner as to ensure that the nut or 
the head of the screw is received completely therein; the setback improving the 
aesthetic appearance of the fixing element (abstract. Figure 4). Accordingly, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify an assembly as disclosed by Trafton to have a 
fixing element having a setback suitable for receiving a nut or the head of a 
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screw as taught by Ateliers Reunis Caddie in order to improve the aesthetic 
appearance of the fixing element. 

As to claim 9, teaches an assembly according to claim 8, including a plug 
27 configured to be capable of engaging in the setback so as to cover the nut 14 
(Figure 4). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
the applicant's disclosure. The following patents show the state of the art with 
respect to fixing element assemblies: 

Nymark (US 2002/0023391), Cohen (US 3.858,988). Hagglund (US 
3,81 1,785) and Offenbroich (US 3,580.620) are cited for pertaining to assemblies 
having a tubular element having slots, a panel and a fixing element having a 
fixing tab. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone 
number is (703)308-8591 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30- 
4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703)308-2686. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). /~\ 
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